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Slowly getting back to normal
F

our months into 2021 and
it’s safe to say things are
finally moving back to normal for
Experience Israel Now.

Our weekly videocast
is growing! We’ve
averaged 412 views of
each videocast since
the first of the year
(see chart, below).
A few of the videos
have gained a lot of
attention. Last week’s
“Liquid Truth” video
was shared 206 times
and garnered 72
comments. Some of
the comments had to
be deleted because
of profanity. But by
and large, we’re seeing
positive reactions from
around the country,
and from locations
around the world.
We’ve spent $2,100 on
advertising this year,
including $200 on this
post.

Churches are starting to rebuild
their Sunday schedules. Israel
is slowly reopening its tourism
opportunities. And as part of our
“new normal,” we’re seeing a
growing audience for our weekly
videocast and other on-line
resources.
We’ve had two EIN conferences
in recent weeks and our fall
schedule is practically full. Even so,
we’re only hitting about 40 percent
of our in-person ministry that we
knew in 2019, the last “normal”
year we all experienced.
Israel’s first US tour groups will
be allowed to visit in late May.
Melody and I hope to make a visit
there this fall or winter in order to
promote our 2022 tours and to see,
first-hand, what kind of restrictions
we might expect.
Meanwhile, our weekly videocast
is picking up steam. In the long
term, this aspect of our ministry
might become our most effective
tool for getting the message to the
most people.
And our books are selling, too.
We’ve ordered a second printing of
“Secrets from the Via Dolorosa”
just this month!

Secrets from the Ancient Paths
July 24, 2020-April 28, 2021
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This chart represents actual views of our
videocasts. Most of Facebook’s totals
of “people reached” or “video views” include
only the briefest of encounters. We’re more
interested in “likes,” “shares” and “comments”
as an indicator of actual impact.

600
400
200
0

January
2021

W

e made a return visit to First Baptist Church of Golden
Meadow in the Bayou of Louisiana. Only the pastor of
this small church has been to Israel, so were thrilled to “bring
Israel” to them!
Like churches everywhere, this one is hungry for revival and
a return to “normal” ministry. Those in attendance prayed at
the altar on Sunday night (above) after a presentation called
“Selfishness Only Makes it Worse.”
Three nights later, the church was at the altar again,
praying for families in their community who’d suffered a great
loss at sea. Perhaps you heard of the overturned barge where
13 men were lost. It happened in this parish.
A week later, Pastor Andy was in McDonough, teaching
eight 45-minute classes in a single day at Eagles Landing
Christian Academy. He’s seen here putting a 3,000-year-old
necklace on a volunteer.

T

here are more than 47,000 Southern Baptist
churches in America, and most of them are
going to host a Vacation Bible School this summer.
The theme for the 2021 VBS is “Digging for
the Truth,” which focuses on archaeology! That’s
a perfect opportunity for our ministry and we’ve
developed five short videos as supplemental teaching
material for VBS leaders.
Each of the videos is less than three minutes long
and features a very animated host taking children to
the very location of that day’s Bible study.
Visit iBiblestock.org/2021VBS to see each of the
videos, plus a special message to VBS leaders and
teachers. Then pray that VBS leaders will discover
our material in the next few weeks. And by all means,
share this resource with your own church leaders!

