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Without an tour guide for two days on our most recent trip, the only way to get a group photo at Caesarea was to take a selfie!

Israel trips resume!

T

o say that our most recent trip to Israel was a challenge is a bit of an
understatement.

For starters, some of our travelers had been waiting three years to make
the trip because of the 2020 pandemic. Within hours of finally leaving on
our first group trip since 2019, four of our travelers had to cancel because
of emergencies at home. And when we got to Israel? Our tour guide came
down with COVID-19 and couldn’t lead us!
We plowed through it, and the 29 travelers in our sun-baked group had
an amazing experience. We’re already looking forward to our next trip to the
land of the Bible. That trip will probably be set for next May.
As for Israel, the tourism industry is recovering with a bang. Hotels are
booked solid through the fall, and even into next spring. Flights are full. All
COVID restrictions have been removed, making travel even easier.
In the meantime, we’re also enjoying a resurgence of our EIN
presentations at home. Midway through 2022, attendance at our events
stands at 4,567. We saw just 5,234 people in all of 2020 - and most of them
in the first three months of that year - and 6,683 people last year.

580

71,790

In 22 years,
we’ve taken
580 people
to Israel
on airplanes.

In just seven years, attendance
at our EIN presentations
has topped 71,000!

Our first regional conference at Southside Baptist Church drew more than 300 people over two days in February.

Life is good in the Holy Land
I

t’s a line I use a lot, so I hope you’ll excuse me if you’ve
heard this before.

On a regular basis, someone will ask, “So, you take
people to the Holy Land?” “Not at all,” I respond. “I take
people to Israel. I live in the Holy Land!”

Andy Cook

After our most two recent trips to Israel, that’s more true
than ever.
In late April and early May, three of us visited Israel
on a video trip. Our flights were long, delayed and
uncomfortable. A dust storm covered Israel, making it
impossible to film for three days, and giving us concretegray skies for the rest of our time there.
And our effort to film in Jordan was turned back at the
border. What a frustrating trip!
Just a few weeks ago, we took our first group trip to Israel
in three years. From beginning to end, this trip had more
challenges than all of our previous group trips combined.
So yes, it’s good to be back in the Holy Land.
Thank you for helping me “bring Israel” to people who’ll
never make the trip. Even as I typed these words, a young
pastor called and asked me if I’d come to his small church.
We talked a bit, and out of curiosity, I asked, “How small is
your church?”
“We have about 20,” he said. That’s really small!
“Pastor,” I said, “I’ve got a group of people who
support our ministry, making sure that when you call, our
conversation is never going to be about cost. I only want to
know how I can help you.”

A dust storm blankets the sky over the Dead Sea in May.
By the end of the conversation, we were planning a
special Sunday at his church, one that would include
church-wide breakfast, a virtual tour of Israel, an afternoon
nap, another EIN presentation and finally, a home-made ice
cream social. He was energized, and I was looking forward
to that social!
What a joy to do what I do! Sometimes I speak to an
audience of several hundred. Most of the time, it’s a
pretty small group. Sometimes I’m in a prison or addiction
recovery ministry. You might also find me teaching in a
Christian school, a business or on YouTube.
But without you, I wouldn’t be there at all. So thanks for
all you do for us. You’re the reason I feel as though I live ...
in the Holy Land.

